
INTER-GOVERNMENT AL MARITIME 
CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCB ON 
MARINE POLLUTION 9 1973 
Agenda item 10 

IMCO 

HF/COHF/vrP.30 
1 November 1973 

Ori0 inal: ENGLISH/PHEECH 

DRAFT FINAL ACT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON MARINE POLLUTION 1 1973 

1. By its Resolution A.176(VI) of 21 October 1969 9 the Assembly of the 

Inter-Governmental !1aritime Organization decided to convene in 1973 an 

International Conference on Marine Pollution. This Conference was held 

in London from 8 October to 2[3] November 1973. 

2. The following States were represented by delegations at the Conference: 

Argentina 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 

r 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

Canada 
Chile 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Finland 
France 
German Democratic Republic 
Germany9 Federal Republic of 
Ghana 
Greece 
Haiti 

Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Italy 
Ivory Coast 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Khrner Republic 
Kuwait 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Republic 

·Madagascar 
Mexico 
Monaco 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nigeria 
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Norway 
Pana.ma 
Peru 
Philippines 
PolMd 
Portugal 
Republic of Korea 
Romania 
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 

Switzerland 
Thailand 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia 
Ukrainian SoviJt Socialist Republic 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

!forthern Ireland 
United Republic of Tanzania 
United States of Alaerica 
Urugu<V 
Venezuela 

3, The followin,3· Statos were repr0sentcd at the Conference by observers: 

Colombia 
Jamaica 
Malatl'i 
Omnn 

Republic of Viot-Nam 
Turkey 
Yugoslavia 

Tho Government of Hong Kong was also represented by an observer, 

4. At tho invitation of the Assembly th0 following organizations in the 

United Nations sysfom sent reprcsonta.tivcs to the Conference: 

United Nations 
Unitc-d Nations Environment Progrrunme 
l<'ood and Ac;ricul turo Organization 
United Nations Bducc1tional, Sc.iontific & Cultu.ral Orgn.nization 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
International Atomic F.::ncrgy Ag·oncy 

5, The follo,.,.,ing- intcr-govcrnmr:ntnl orgo.nizations 1-rnnt observers to the 

Confcronco: 

.LuropE:i,m .Cconomic Community 
IntE::rnt::.tiono,1 Institute for the Unificn,tion of Privn.tc Law 

6, The following non-govcrnmc.ntu.l organizations also sent observers to 

tho Conference: 

Inkrnn.tionul Chrunber of Shippir.g 
Intcrnationnl Organiza,tion for Sfandardiz:,tion 
International Elcctrotcchnicn.l Commission 
International Union of Narine Insurance 
lnt..::rnn,tiono.l Asaocfa.tion of Ports antl Harbors 
The Bnl tic and International Mari time Confonmcc 
International Association of Classification Societies 
Inte:rnational Law Association 
.E.'uropoan Council of Chcmicnl Ma.nufa,cturcrs 1 Federation 
Oil Cornpcmios International Mnrinc Forum 
International Shipowners' Assoc1n.tion 
Friends of the ED .. rth Intorna tional 
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7, The Conference elected M.r, S,V. Bhave, Head of the Indian dologa.tion, as 

President of tho Conference, 

8, Twenty-four Vic~-Prosidents of thi:,) Conferonco worc elocted, as follows: 

First Vice-President: Mr, G, LIJ."IDENCRONA (Sweden) 

Mr. R,M, GOWJ.Ju'ill (Argentina) 
H,:8, Mr, M, RAFFAELLI {Dre.zil) 
The Hon, Jo.ck DAVIS (Canada) 
Dr, M, OPORTO (Cuba) 
Mr. M.A. EL-SAMMAK (Egypt) 
Mr. J.P. CABOUAT (Fmncc) 
Dr, H, REN'I'NER (Go11Dk'Ul Democratic Ropublic) 
Dr, G, BRL'UER (Germany,. Foderal Republic of) 
H,E. Mr, H,V,H. S:iJKYI {Ghann) 
Mr, !1, SJADZALI .(Indonesia) 
Mr. H • .l\J?SAR (Iran) 
Mr, K.G, LOUKOU !Ivory Coast) 
I1r. S, STTGIIIARA Japan) 
Mr. A,G, TOtnCAN Jordan) 
Mr, E, DD'JGA (Konyn) 
Mr. N. J., AL-NliKI.B ( Kuwa.i t) 
Mr. H, RAMAHOZAKA (Mooa.g·asca.r) 
Dr. VIZCAfNO MURRAY (Mexico) 
Capt, JJ,W, BOYBS (How ZuaJ.and) 
Mr. S, PERKOWICZ (Poland) 
H,E, Mr. G, NHIGULA (United Republic of Tanzania) 
Mr, V, TIKHOHOV (USSH) 
Mr, J ,N, ARCHER (Unitoci. Kin13'dom) 

9, Mr, Colin Goaci, Socrntc1.ry-Gcm0ro.l of tho Organization, acted as 

Sucrc-tary-Gonoral of the Confaroncc with Mr, J, Qu6efuin0r, Deputy 

Socrotary-Gcmoral, as D0puty Socrctary-Gcnoro.l of tho Conf0roncc. 

Capto.in A, Snveliov, SL:croto..ry of tho Maritime Safuty Committee of 

the OrgMizat.i.on, was appointed Executive Sccrdary of tho Conforcmc0 and 

Ilr, Y. Sasamuro., Hoad of Mc1.rine; Sci cm co a.n<l T()chnolocnr Di vision, and 

Dr, T, Hcnsah, Hcu<l of Legal Division of tho Org.,nizntion wore appointed 

De:puty E.'xocutivo Socrr.rtarfos of th0 Confcroncc, 

10, The Confor,,:mcc ustablishod the following Cammi ttcos and rt Stoc:dng 

Committoc composCJcl of officers of the Confcrc,ncc: 

Committee Ia 

Chai:cman: 

Vic1.;-Chairman: 

H,~. Dr, P,V,J, Solomon (Trinidad nnd Tobag;o) 

Mc, G, Lindtmcrona (Sworlon) 



Committee II: 

Chairman: 

Vicc-Chainnan: 

Committee III: 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Committoc IV: 

Cllainnan: 

Vic L:-Clmirman: 

Credentials Committoo: 

Chairmant 

Drafting Committou: 

Chairman: 

Vicr:-Chairman: 
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Dr. L. Spinelli (Italy) 

·Dr, w. Al-Himr (Bahrain) 

Hr. R.J .• LakGy (United States of .America) 

tfr. Koh Eng Tian (Singapore) 

H. E. Prof. A. 'fankov (Bulgaria) 

The Ho~; G.F.B. Cooper (Liberia) 

Hr. P.A, ,4ra,quo (Philippinos) 

Mr. G.11..lJ. Lonee (Nigoria) 

H.B. Yir. J .D. (1el Cm:1po (UrLl[,"tmy) 

11, Thu followinc documcmtation fomcd. th0 ~:in.sis of the work <)f the· 

Confs::ronce:i 

.. Draft '.l\;xt of an International Convention for the Pi·cv,mtion of 

Pollution from Ships, 1973 

- Draft Protocol Holntin[; to Intcrv:.::ntion on tho High S8,lS in Cas0s 

of llo.rine Pollution by Substances other them Oil 

- Draft R(;solu~icns rolating to the pr·cvcntion ::tnd control of marine 

pollution 

- Proposals and cumr,1cn tary, inolwlincr runc.;nclmc,n ts to th0 o.r2Sts 

men tic1n0d a~1ovi.:•, subrni ttcd · to fao Confe::ccncc by Intcrustod 

Govornmc.·nts and OrJani'zn.tions. 
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12. As a result of its deliberations, recorded in the summa1,y rGcords ancl 

reports of tho Confcron0e, the following instruments wGre opened for 

signature and accession: 

INTERNATIONAL COrlVENr.rION FOR THE PREVENTION OF POLLUTION FROM 
SHIPS, 1973 

with its Protocols, Annexes n.ncl Appendices; and 

PROTOCOL IDJLATING TO INTERVENTION ON THE HIGH SEAS IN CASES OF 
CASUALTIES INVOLVING MARINE POLLUTION BY SUBSTANCES OTHEI·t THAN OIL 

Tho Convention and the Protocol constitute Attachments land 2 to this 

Final Act respectively. 

13. Tho Conference also adoptod Resolutions on tho following subjects:* 

') <-. 

6, 

7, 

8. 

Implementation of tho 1969 Amcncuncnts to the Intornational 
Convention for tho Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by 
Oil, 1954 

Rapid Entry into Porco of Amendments to the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 

Tho Comple:fo Elimination of Oil Pollution from Ships 

Informatilm on Pcnaltios 

IntGntionnl Pollution of tho Sea anc:. A.cciclontal Spillages 

Control of Discharge of Oil 

Method to Llontify tho Source of Discharc;od Oil 

DraU(Sht Hc;quirornonts for Sq;-rcgatud Ballas·t Tankers 

Tonnage; :Muasuromcnt of Sog-rcgatcd Ballast Tn.nkcrs 

10. Dovc:lopmcnt of ::.;fficiont Oil Content Monitorin0 Arrangements 

11, Limitation of Size and Arrangumont of CarGo Tanks in Oil Tanko:cs 

12, Dovclopm~:nt of Soj,entifio Information on Water Quality Cri toriri 

13. Procedure.a and ,\.rrancorncnts for the cliscL::i.rgc of i.foxious 
Liquicl Substances into the Sea 

14, Rocornmondatfon on Hazard bva.luation of lJoxious Liquid Substances 

15, Recommendation Concerning tho Convention Provisions Relating 
to the Cn.rrinco of Noxious Liquid Suhstanoes in Bulk 

* Additional Rusolutions mitsht be included as a rosul t c,f tho cl.ocision 
of tho Confc-ironcu. 
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16. Rt:lcornmendation Concerning tho Provontion of Pollution by 
Li uofied or Comprossod Gases Carried in Bulk 

17. Recommendation Concerning the Prevention of Pollution by Noxious 
Solid Substances Carried in Bulk 

18. Research of tho Effoct of Discharge of .Ballast Water Containing 
Bacteria of 1pidemic Diseases 

19. Recommendation Concerning the Prevention of Pollution by Hariaful 
SUbstances Carried by Saa. in Packaged Forms or in Freight Containers, 
Portable Tanks or Road and Rail Tank Wagons 

20. Provision of Stanc:.a.-rd.s and Test Methods Concerning Discharge of 
Sewage 

21, Provision of Rocoption Facilities for the: Discharge of Sewage 
and Disposal of G1.rb150 

22. Transmission of the International Convention for tho Prevention 
of Pollution from Ships, 1973 to the United lfations Conference 
on the Law of the Sea 

23, Establishment of tho List of Substances to be annexed to the 
Protocol Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of 
Cn.su.altics Involving Mn.rine Pollution by Substances other than Oil 

The texts of the above-montionod Rusolutions comprise Attachment 3 of this 

Final :~ct. 

14• Tho toxt of this Final i..ct including its attachments, is dopositod with 

tho Sccrctary-Gcmorfal of the Inter-Governmental Mari.time Consultative 

Organization (IMCO). It is established in a single original in tho English, 

French, Hussian nnd Spanish lru1c_;1.1ages, and accorapanierl h:r tho texts of the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, 
with its Protocols, Annexes nnd Appondico□, the Protocol rela tinrt to 

Intorvontion on the High Soas in Cases of Gc.sualtics involving· Marino Pollution 

by Substances other thm1 Oil, an~, tho Hesolutions of tho Conference. The toxts 

of tho Convention, its Protocols, Annexes o..nd Appendices, as well as of the 

Protocol, nppoar in their authentic languages, Lnglish, French, Spanish 

[and Hussian], '.Che texts of Resolutions of tho Conferoncc appear in .l!.nc;lish, 

French, Spanish Land Russian]. Official translations of the Convention with 

ita Protocols, Annexes anu. ltppondicca, and the Protocol, shall bG prepn,rod in 

the ArD.bic, [Italian], Japanese and [Hussian] lan£,ua.ges, Originals of those 

official translations shall be dcposi ted with this Final Act. 
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15, The Socrc•tary-Gcnoral of the Intci"-Govcrnmcmtal Mari time Consul tativo 

Orttanization shall_ send a certified copy of this Finnl Act and, whcm they 

have boon proparod, ccrtified_copies of the official ~ranslations of the 

Co~wentiC'n with Hs Protocols, Annexes and Ar,pcnclice.3, the Protocol and tho 

Resolutions of tho Conference to tho Governments invited to be represented 

at tho Conference in acco~darwe with the wishes of thoso Governments. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned have affixed their signatures to 

this Final Act. 

DOHE AT LOIIDON this Jocond[ third] day of November, one thousand 

nino hundred anc! seve:nty-throe. 




